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Some Aspects of Nickname in Kurdish 

 
Nickname and its usage in the world languages is a common 

phenomenon adopted by the nations all over the world. It is also found 
amongst the Kurdish people. This study entitled " Some Aspects of 
Nickname in Kurdish" indicates that nickname is one of the linguistic tools 
and practically plays a significant role in the usage of language. The study is 
conducted at different linguistic levels of morphology, syntax and 
semantics.  

As there is no other scientific study being conducted to examine 
nickname in terms of (composition, structure and meaning), the topic of 
nickname was selected to be studied, and some of its relevant aspects would 
be investigated so that it would result in a specific and separate Kurdish 
paper.  

The methodology adopted in this study is analytic and descriptive and 
the data used in the paper are taken from the Central Kurdish, including 
poems, stories and everyday conversations. The study is a brief analysis, 
and consists of two chapters, other than introduction and conclusion: 

Chapters one tackles the terminology definition of nickname 
linguistically, provides a distinction among name, nickname and surname, 
and gives a concise account of nickname historically and reasons for its 
appearance.  

Chapter two is an analysis of the nickname in the light of the linguistic 
levels. 



 










 
 

 
 



 





 






                                                
 








 

 



 


 


 
 





  



____

 
 


 




                                                
 



 





 
 

 





 
 

 



 





                                                


 

 
 
 
 



 


 
















 

_








                                                
  

 
 



 











  









 









  

                                                
 
 



 

 ____
____



 



____
 
______


_______


 



 
  











 

 
 


 










 








 


 
 


 

 






 







































 

 








|||
|||
|||
|||
|||
|||






|||
|||
|||
|||
|||

|||

                                                


 



 


  


|||

|||
|||
|||
|||

|||
 
 


||

||
||
||
||

||




||

||
||

||
||



 

||
 








|||
|||
|||

|||
 |||

|||


  


|||
|||

|||
|||
|||

|||
 
 

                                                

 



 


 





|||
|||

|||
|||
|||
|||

 


 

 


١- _____ 

__
|||
|||


______
|||


                                                
 
 



 

|||


____
|||
|||


____

|||
|||




____ 
___

|||
|||




|||
|||


___
|||
|||





 

|||
|||

|||
|||

|||
|||

_________

|||
|||

___

|||
|||

|||
|||

_____
|||
|||


____



 

____
|||
|||

____
|||
|||

___
|||
|||

____
|||
|||

____
|||
|||

____
|||
|||




 

____
_____

|||
|||

____
|||
|||

|||
|||

|||
|||

|||
|||

____
|||
|||



_____

|||



 

|||

|||
|||

____
|||
|||

___
|||
|||

|||

|||



|||
|||

|||

|||

____
|||
|||



 


||||
||||



 |||

|||

|||

|||

__
|||
|||

__
|||
|||

|||
|||

__
|||
|||




 

|||
|||


__
|||
|||

|||
|||

__
|||
|||

|||

|||

__

|||
|||

|||
|||

__
|||



 

|||

___
|||
|||

|||

|||

__

|||
|||

___
|||
|||

__
|||
|||

|||

|||

___
|||



 

|||

___

|||
|||

|||
|||

___

|||
|||

___
|||
|||

|||

|||

___
|||
|||

___

|||



 

|||

___
|||
|||


___
|||
|||

___
|||
|||

___

||||
|||

__
|||
|||

___
|||
|||




 

___
|||
|||

___
|||
|||

___
|||
|||

____

|||
|||

___
|||
|||

___
|||
|||

___

|||



 

|||

___
|||
|||

____
|||
|||


___
|||
|||


____
|||
|||


___
|||
|||

___
|||
|||




 


____
|||
|||

_____

|||
|||

____
|||
|||

___

|||
|||

____
|||
|||

___
|||
|||

____



 

||
||

___
|||
|||

___
|||
|||

_______
|||
|||


___
|||
|||


____
|||
|||


____



 

|||
|||



_____

|||
|||

_____
||
||

_____
|||
|||


_____
|||
|||

____
|||
|||




 

____
||
||


____

||
||

____
|||
|||


_____
|||
|||

_____
|||
|||


____

|||
||| 



 


____
|||
|||

____

|||
|||

_____

|||
|||

_____
|||
|||

_____
|||
|||


____
||
||





 


____

|||
||| 

___
|||
|||

____
|||
|||


____

|||
|||


____
|||
|||

_____
|||
|||



 


____

|||
|||

_____
|||
|||

______

|||
|||


____
|||
|||

_____
|||
|||



___

|||



 

|||

____
|||
|||

____

|||
|||

____
|||
|||


____
|||
|||

____
||
||

____
|||
|||



 


____
||
||


____

|||
|||

___
|||
|||

_____

|||
|||


___
|||
|||

____
|||
|||



 


____

|||
|||


____
|||
|||


____
|||
|||

___
|||
|||

___
|||
|||

____
|||
|||



 


___
|||
|||


___
|||
|||


____
|||
|||

_
____
|||
|||

____
|||
|||


____
|||
|||



 


|||
|||

____
|||
|||

____
|||
|||

____
||
||

____
|||
|||

____
||
||




 

 

___
|||
|||

____
|||
|||

____
|||
|||

____
|||
|||

____
|||
|||

___

|||
|||




 

____
||
||



|||
|||


|||
|||


|||
|||


____

|||
|||

____

|||
|||




 

____
|||
|||

____
|||
|||

____

|||
|||

___
|||
|||
 

 


|||
|||
|||

|||
|||
|||



 


|||
|||
|||

|||
|||
|||

|||
|||
|||

|||
|||
|||

|||
|||
|||

|||
|||
|||

|||



 

|||
|||

|||
|||
|||

|||
|||
|||


  





|||
|||
|||
|||
|||
|||

|||
|||
|||



 

|||
|||
|||

|||
|||
|||
|||
|||
|||

|||
|||
|||
|||
|||
|||

|||
|||
|||
|||
|||
|||



 

 









  



 



 

 







  

 







 

 
 













 







 

 











 









 


ABSTRACT 

This paper entitled "The Role of Prosody -?aroodh- in Correcting the 
Rhymes of the Poems of Paky" is a practical analysis study in which the 
rhymes of Paky's poetry are tackled and analyzed prosodically. 

The scope of the study covers the poetry of Paky that is published in his 
collection named DIWANI PAKY by Mala Tahir Mala Ma'ruf 
Qurshaghloiy Rabaty –known as Paky, prepared by Dr Ibrahim Tahir 
Ma'ruf-his son. 

The research is composed of an introduction and three sections and end 
with the conclusion. 

The introduction presents the definition of poetry, the importance of 
rhyme and rhythm in general, and special care is given to rhyme with the 
essential typology related. Section One introduces and defines the key terms 
used in the present paper. Section Two identifies the rhymes used in Paky's 
poetry and the prosodic patterns he used. As for Section Three, the 
researcher attempts to indicate malformed rhymes so as to correct them in 
the light of the typical prosodic patterns – all supported with evidence and 
proved. 

As a conclusion, the researcher presents the basic findings of the work 
that can be fruitful for further similar studies.  
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Abstract 
The existence of a Christian minority in Koya city and Armota dates 

back to an ancient history, in which they were able to entirely protect their 
language, culture and religious beliefs. The Christians mostly depended on 
agriculture and spinning hair for their living. In fact, Koya Christians and 
Muslims have had good relationships, to the extent that they have 
participated in each other's happy and sad occasions. The Christians even 
played a role in the Kurdish Liberation Movement. They have rarely been 
persecuted due to the support they have soon gained from Koya officials 
and well-known figures. The Christians speak Syriacwith each other but 
they use Kurdish with people from outside their families. Therefore; the 
impact of Kurdish language on them is obvious. In fact, most of Koya and 
Armota Christians are Chaldeans and the rest are Kurds by race and were 
converted to Christianity by the missionaries. 
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Summary: teacher history subjects needs skills and scientific 

preparation, so the lack of the mentioned norms have negative paints on the 
process of learning and teaching. 

This research carries the following title "the problems of teaching 
European history subject according to teachers, and learners, view in 
Garmian university" the researcher presents the obstcules wich face the 
process of teaching European History by the teachers and learners. This 
process is done by preparing a certain forms to the teachers includes sit 
fields learning targets, knowledge of learning, teaching, curriculums, 
Teaching methods and educational technology and evaluation which have 
30 items. Then anther form for the learners having five fields: teachers 
qualification, learner, teaching methods, curriculums and Evolutions which 
have 25 items. The study presents the problems, the importance of the 
research and the results on theoretical framework. The significant 
conclusions includes: 

- The period of teaching history subject are not enough. 
- Teachers mentioning the lecturing methods. 
- Making examination according to the passed and not passed. 
- Learners dependence on prepared materials by teachers. 
- Un-phe parathion of the learner. 
- Lack of reading and writing reports. 
- Extra- activating are absent. 
- The teachers have not the ability to adopt the most recent methods of 

teaching. 
- Lack of urging by teachers. 
 The most important recommendation of the study aer: 
- Opining the most recent teaching courses for history teachers. 
- Sharing the skills and knowledge among the private and 

governmental universities in Kurdistan region. 
- Sending the teachers abroad to get information, skills and 

qualification. 
 So, we hope that the conclusions and recommendations of this study are  
 taken in consideration.  
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ABSTRACT 

Social Security for those Women who passed the Social Mobility 
A Field Research in Sulaimani City 
 The current research aims at investigating the level of social security for 

women that went through the process of social mobility inside their 
generation in the city of Sulaimani by achieving the following objectives: 1- 
Measuring the social security level of these women’s. 

2- Recognizing the standard differences for the women’s due to the 
factor of the (ages, marital Status, Religious commitment, educational 
attainment and labor sector).  

 The scale of social security has been used ,and it has consisted of (91) 
items that are distributed in three parts, is (social security inside the family, 
social security inside the work area and social security at the other sectors of 
the society. 

 And the researcher has confirmed the validity of the paragraphs of the 
scale and sincerity through find virtual honesty, and extract the 
discriminatory power of the vertebrae in a way two samples and the 
relationship of paragraph mainly college degree of the scale. Extracted 
styles re-test stability, bringing its value (0.87)  

 The researcher used the Pearson correlation coefficient and T-test for 
one sample and T- test for two independent samples and T-test to test 
significant correlation coefficient and one way anova analysis.  

 The researcher has come up with the result that: 1-The women did have 
the social security and the average of the women’s was higher than of 
theoretical arithmetic mean.  

2-There are no statistical differences in the level of social security due to 
the variables: age, marital status, religious commitment, academic 
achievement, and the labor sector. 
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Abstract: 
 The paper studies and analyzes a verse from Holy Quran through its 

style. Poetic stylistics was the focus of the stylists at the beginning of the art 
, yet after that scholars have turned to the stylistic study of the sacred text of 
the Holy Quran in order to point out the stylistic aspects through showing 
the miraculous aspects in eloquence , aesthetic and contextual terms using a 
linguistic methodology. 

 For this study , the shortest Sura in terms of its verses in the Holy Quran 
was selected as data of the study, hence the title is (Al-Kawther Sura: A 
stylistic study)due to the aesthetic values , linguistic structures , 
psychological and numerical styles found in the Sura in spite of the few 
number of the words and verses. 

 The paper consists of three sections. Section one stylistics in terms of 
meaning ; section two stylistics in terms of structure; and the third section 
stylistics in terms of phonology. Each section is an in-depth account based 
on the stylistic research using modern linguistic methodology. The paper 
ends with a number of conclusions. 
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Abstract

 This research Mushkal Hadith: its origins, causes and the rules of 
scholars to remove. Many legitimacy issues, creeds and beliefs, depending 
upon Mushkal Hadith. non-specialist reader may misunderstanding the 
contents, which leads to wrong behavior and wrong judges. There are many 
different definitions of Mushkal Hadith, but the main idea is: Hadithes 
narrated by narratives from prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), the 
meanings appear to be unacceptable or contradicting the Islamic Shari's 
rules. 

the research is divided into four sections: the first talked about the 
Mushkal Hadith, definition, importance and benefits. In the second part, 
talking about their appearance and the Codification. The third section talked 
about the causes and its classifications. fourth section focused on the 
disciplines' view about dealing with Mushkal Hadith. 

Imam Shafei, was the first islamic scholars talking about Mushkal Hadith 
in a book entitled: Variation of Hadith. Then the scholars develop rules to 
deal with it. 

 



 








 

 
 
 

 
 

 





















 





































 

 
  




}
{



















                                                             

 
 
 
 
 



 


























                                                             


 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 




















Athanian faxeti

The Tatler










                                                             

 


 
 



 






























                                                             

 
 
 
 
 



 































                                                             

 
 
 
 



 
































                                                             

 
 
 



 






























                                                             


 


 

 



 























                                                             






 
 
. 


 
 
 



 


















 










                                                             







 






 

 



















                                                             

.



 









.







.















                                                             


 



 

 
 



























                                                             


 

 


 
 



 






























                                                             

 
 
 
 


 



 


















(Symbolical code)










                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 



 


























                                                             

 
 
 


 
 
 
 



 





























                                                             

 
 
 



 



 



























                                                             


 

 
 
 



 



























                                                             

. 


 
 


 



 

































                                                             

 
 
 



 































                                                             

 
 
 
 
 



 




























                                                             

 

 
 
 



 





























                                                             

 
 
 
 
 



 































                                                             


 

 
 
 



 





























                                                             


 

 
 
 



 





























                                                             

 
 


 
 
 
 



 































                                                             

 
 
 
 
 



 













Key Word









                                                             


 

 
 
 
 

 



 



























                                                             

 
 
 

 


 



 
























                                                             


 

 
 
 
 



 




























                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 



 






























                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 



 





























                                                             

 
 


 


 



 





























                                                             


 



 

































                                                             

 
 
 
 



 
























                                                             

 
 
 
 
 


 



 































                                                             

 
 
 
 
 



 





























                                                             

 
 


 
 
 



 





























                                                             

 
 
 
 


 
 



 

































                                                             

 
 
 
 



 
























                                                             

 


 

 
 
 
 



 



























                                                             


 

 
 
 

 
 



 



























                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
























                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



























                                                             

 


 
 
 



 




























                                                             

 
 
 
 
 



 
































                                                             

 
 
 
 



 




























                                                             

 


 
 
 
 



 



























                                                             


 

 
 
 
 
 



 






























                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 



 





























                                                             

 
 
 
 
 



 



























                                                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 






























                                                             

 

 



 































                                                             

 
 
 
 
 



 






























                                                             

 


 
 
 



 





























                                                             

 
 
 


 
 
 



 





























                                                             

 


 


 
 
 



 































                                                             

 
 


 
 



 






























                                                             

 
 
 


 
 



 











 

 


















                                                             

 

 



 









 
























 




































 

































 

































 

































 

 





































 






  

Abstract 
 

Press article enjoys considerable and significant presence in the media 
outlets, it is one of the ancient arts in the editorial field of journalism, and it 
is an intellectual journalist art (not reporting) which depends mainly on the 
elements of research, analysis, study and reflection. press article performs 
the most crucial function of the media field which is expressing opinions 
and direction via the explanation, interpretation and analysis, the author of 
the article plays the role of educator, director and mentor of the people, 

 especially in this era that information flows from multiple channels with 
speed trend which makes it difficult for the average citizen to Have the 
opportunity to audit, scrutiny, explain and analyze what he reads and hears 
from news and information. 

This research is a multi studing of art and journalist which named (the 
basement art of press article in the Taakhi "fraternity" newspaper). Taakhi 
"fraternity" newspaper, has founded in Baghdad in 1967, which is the first 
widespread Kurdish newspaper issued in Arabic language, and it can be 
considered among the first Iraqi newspapers that contribute to -Since the 
sixties of the last century- to enhance the values of freedom , democracy and 
tolerance. 

In the research I followed (analytical method) because this methodology 
is quite suitable with the subject. 

The research contains three chapters and each chapter includes 2 parts. 
In chapter one I studied (journalist essay) and (Taakhi newspaper). 
Chapter two analyses (title) and (introduction) 
In the last chapter I discussed (body) and (conclusion). 
 
In the end of the research I show some suggestion and conclusion. 
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Effectiveness of spatial attendance in the novel (another slot to the sun) Iraqi 
novelist (Majeed Lutfi) 

 
The importance of novel slot of the sun in Hautea and her grandmother 

to ask her narrative, and derive these vital novelty and presence awareness 
of severe place the writer, as playing place a central role in the novel, 
became the center developments, and axis shifts narrative, Time is 
associated with it, and the characters take The presence and effectiveness 
within the novel of the place, as the narrative perspectives emerge from it. 
All this made the place strongly present, which performs the functions of 
semantic and aesthetic Talevah in all levels of the novel, starting with the 
title and the end of the final scene of the novel. 

Anchoring search pave and two sections, dealing a researcher at boot the 
importance of the spatial element in working novelist, with a brief gesture to 
dynamic spatial dimension in the novel studied (slot of the sun). The first 
section devoted to analysis of awareness of place and Haute in a novel 
speech. The second section deals with the place in relation to the 
personalities analyzes the positive consequences of this interdependence and 
communication between the object and place as the humanitarian rights and 
Habitat abode, and its principle and its limit. 

The research aims to diagnose human consciousness associated with the 
place / environment, through this technical perspective represented in the 
novel (slot of the sun), Vllmkan big role in human existence, and the 
development of human consciousness itself and existence, as deepen this 
kind of literary texts awareness among readers of the importance of 
literature and literary text and its vital role in the filming of the relationship 
of civilization between man and his environment, and this reacts reader turn 
with text and contributes to the development of awareness of place / 
environment, and this means that the receiver turns into party product 
achieves text and existence of which, according to theoretical concepts 
receive. It ends search instill environmental awareness and highlight the 
effective role of literature in this area humanitarian contemporary 
neighborhood, may be the role of literary texts in this area more effective, 
because it provides environmental awareness and humanitarian perspective 
construction toward the ocean through the experience of anecdotal 
suggestive, because human nature is inclined to enjoy stories, and this 
means that literature performs multiple functions what enabled him to keep 
up with the times and updates 
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Abstract
Compensation Convention is:
 A compensation potential lump him some of the effects of sentence 

may be more than the extent of damage is expected to increase non-obscene 
compensate the Convention importance in the modern era where almost 
free from financial contracts and aims of contractors of this Agreement not 
get injured on the compensation required however to carry charged with 
the obligation to fulfill his commitment. The aim of the study to the 
statement of the legal system to compensate the Convention and what is the 
power of individuals to agree to limit the amount of compensation what are 
the conditions to be met for entitlement to compensation agreed upon and 
what authority the judge to modify this Agreement or raised it decreased.
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Urban Altereyev 

Altreyev cities emerged as a result of inflation urban population due to 
migration of the rural population, with the result that impart some rural 
properties on the urban landscape, such as the spread randomly illegal 
housing and the role of tin shacks and non-urban activities and livestock 
rearing. And that this contemporary phenomenon appeared with the process 
of rapid development in the major cities in Iraq in general and the major 
cities in the Kurdistan region in particular, and in particular the city of 
Sulaymaniyah because of immigration and wide from the countryside to the 
city and especially after 1988, when the Iraqi government has destroyed 
villages, the region and the process of families or (annexation urban) large 
numbers of villages to the interior of urban space and which led to the rapid 
expansion of the city and the emergence of the phenomenon of Altreyev 
clearly. The phenomenon of urban Altreyev of new phenomena have come 
up with the rapid expansion of large cities
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Abstract 

The research purpose is to demonstrate the application of activity-based 
costing (ABC) and balanced scorecard (BSC) in the universities, including 
the debate on how to link these two systems together and using them for 
directing the university strategy towards continuous improvement. This 
research includes both of the theoretical and practical aspects of the activity 
based costing and the balanced scorecard and applying them (college of 
business and economics - university of salahaddin) in order to achieve 
continuous improvement strategy. The most important conclusions are each 
of the activity based costing and balanced scorecard play it’s role 
independently to develop universities strategy but the linkage of them will 
achieve better results and leading universities to continuous improvement. 
and the most important recommendation is moving universities towards the 
application of the new managerial accounting tools , particularly the activity 
based costing and the balanced scorecard because they will provide more 
precise information about spending costs and the performance strategy of 
those organizations. 
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Research Summary 
 

A comparative study of some aspects of attention between the football  
and volleyball player for a number of excellent clubs in kurdistan 
  

The research is included of five sections as follows: 
The research problem: 
 The researchers have noticed, through the field of championships of 

Kurdistan for football and volleyball, that there is a lack of attention in the 
competitions. They also have noticed that there is a lack of attention on the 
psychological and mental aspects during the preparation stages, which is 
insufficient attention to be given despite the differences in the space area for 
both games. The researchers emphasized that there should be a high level of 
attention to be paid by volleyball players, but this was seen not to be the 
case and this is absent in both games. 

So the researchers have considered this problem to be studied in order to 
find a suitable solution in defining the ways to maximize the ability of 
football and volleyball players to the best possible level.  

The research work is aimed at:  
1 - Identifying some aspects of attention by which the players (volleyball 

- football) are investigated. 
2 – Understanding the differences in some aspects of attention between the 
players (volleyball - football). 

The sample of reserch was volyball and football players of a numbr of 
excellent clubs in Kurdistan, the samples have been selected purposely. The 
players were of the Hindren and Brwsk clubs, who were 30 players, while 
the players of volyball were from Akad, Chwarqwrna and Shaqllawa clubs, 
who were 3o players. Researchers have used a descriptive methodology 



 

along with utilizing a number of instruments and tools for collecting and 
analysing the data in a suitable statistical software. After arriving at the 
results, the results were discussed and the hypothesis has been proved.  

The researchers used a descriptive method with the experiment of 
Bordon and Anfimon which was reconstructed by Abdulwahab Taha in 
1971 for measuring some of aspects of attention in the data collections. The 
data were analyed by using specific statistical software to estimate the 
average, standard deviation and testing (t).  

Researchers have arrived at several conclusions, which include: 
1- There was a significance difference between lonely attention for 

football players and that for volleyball players, and that was for the benefit 
of football players. 

2- There was a significance difference between the appearance of 
stability attention for football players and that for volleyball players, and 
that was for the benefit of football players. 

3-There was no significance difference between the appearance of 
concentrating attention for football players and that for volleyball players. 

4-There was no significance difference between the appearance of 
attention distribution for football players and that for volleyball players. 
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To bring about an accurate result while conducting a study in this
respect: 1. researchers have to make use of authentic interactions (normal
daily interactions) in the process of data collection, such as recording natural
interaction; 2. Researchers have to engage the interactants themselves (the
recipient, the speaker or both of them) in the process of data analysis (or
interactions’ interpretations).
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on the interactants. Therefore, the idea of categorizing customs absolutely or
semi-absolutely as rules is not applicable to all cultures. In conservative
societies, such as Kurdish society customs and traditions are strictly adopted
by people to function like rules or sometimes stronger than rules, whereas
other societies, especially culturally diverse societies do not pay a great
attention to the customs, and consequently customs are probably weaker
than rules.

Terkourafi (2001: 25; 162) believes both classical and discursive
linguists generally adopt theory-based approach, because they collect and
analyse data from a theoretical perspective, whilst she argues that
interactions should be considered from the perspective of “frame-based
approach”. Terkourafi (2005: 247) clarifies that “frame-based view” is
concerned with the strategy of considering a huge amount of data, that are
collected in various places, situations, and occasions with the participation
of a large number of interactants that have different social statues, ages,
gender, power, and interests in order to bring about an accurate result.
Although social variables and habits play essential role in determining the
nature of interactions, it is not adequate to restrict the assessment of
interactions according to a frame-based criteria, and to ignore rational
assessment, because personal conscientiousness and individual criteria are
also crucial.

Conclusions
The classical theorists could not go beyond generalisations in their

recommended frameworks and rules. They do not take the impact of cultural
differences, personal perceptions, situations, and settings into account. They
just propose some generalised frameworks, rules, principles, and strategies
to analyse interactions, whereas it is impossible to predict the nature of
interactions, because drawing on universal frameworks could not be
applicable to all languages, contexts, and cultures.

The discursive theory considers all the elements that have impact on
the language constitution and on the utterances’ interpretation. It believes
that the interpretation of interactions are not rule-governed, rather it depends
mainly on the speakers’ intention and the recipients’ interpretation.

Researchers should make distinction between politeness1 that is
about everyday interactions and Politeness2, which is concerned with the
linguistic concepts before conducting studies on politeness. This distinction
is crucial to make use of an accurate linguistic politeness theory to interpret
interactions within a specific context.
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they should try to engage the participants with the ongoing conversation to
forget that their speeches are being recorded. Thirdly, according to Mills
(2003: 13), providing the analysis of the recorded interactions with
anecdotes is very important, because “anecdotes give us an insight into the
role of stereotype and show us the ways in which people make assessments
of politeness”. In the other words, brief narrative statements should support
the transcription of the recorded interactions in order to help analysers to
gain better insights into interactions; consequently, they can do better
analysis and assessments of transcribed interactions.

Mills (2003:122) also argues that impoliteness should be studied
separately from politeness due to differences in the factors that they result
from. Because “‘politeness’ always refers to the ‘polite’ end of the polite-
impolite continuum, it never covers impolite forms of behaviour” (Eelen,
2001:41). Politeness and impoliteness are two contradictory aspects of
language use; therefore, it is not an academic stance to regard impoliteness
as the absence of politeness or vice versa, because each type has its own
particular basis, structure and attributes that require to be studied
independently from each other. Impoliteness is an ignored field of language
that needs to be considered side by side of politeness although Bousfield
and Culpeper present two outstanding works on impoliteness which are
(Impoliteness in Interaction, by Bousfield; and Impoliteness, by Culpeper.

Mills (2003:33) prefers to make use of “a form of analysis which
questions the autonomy of the individual” instead of “the model speaker in
linguistic analysis”, because she believes that speakers are usually
associated with “a range of communities of practice where they negotiate
their position and their gender, race, and class identities”. According to
(Ibid: 30), although members of a community of practice share some
attributes, they do not exactly have the same contribution in interactions,
because each one of them can have a different background that emanates
from other communities of practice, i.e. even the

members of the same community of practice can have different interests
and backgrounds. (Ibid: 38) states that discursive approach is in a severe
need for a “process-oriented view of conversation”, because interactional
observers need to follow systematic deductive process that consider all the
issues that have impact on language constitutions as well as their
assessments.

According to Culpeper (2011: 104), rules “are driven by social norms
and conventions”, he adds that "it is also quite possible to have rules that
people habitually ignore". However, it is important to consider the nature
and the attributes of any culture before measuring the effects of its customs
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politeness is realised in discourse. At the same time, questions remain as to
what aspects of politeness1 should receive primary attention, how
politeness1 can be examined, how the relationship

between politeness1 and politeness2 should be addressed”. This
distinction makes politeness researchers gain a deep insight into interactions
in its ongoing context to observe the impact of cultural and personal
distinctions while conducting studies on politeness or impoliteness.

2.2.3 Discursive Methodology
Discursive theorists have made a noticeable change in the process of

collecting data and its analysis. Classical works on politeness considered
politeness from generalised perspectives. Grice’s (1975) maxims, Lakoff’s
(1973) rules, Leech’s (1983) politeness Principles, and Brown and
Levinson’s (1987) politeness strategies associate the production of polite
interactions with a set of recommended patterns that flouting them will
cause offence. In contrast to the classical views, discursive theorists (e.g.
Mills (2003), and Watts (2003), Bousfield (2008)) believe that the
interpretation of interactions depends on interactants’ intentions and
perceptions in accordance with the actual contexts of interactions.

Concerning data collection, discursive theorists believe that making use
of natural interactions is essential. Mills (2003:10) and Eelen (2001:39)
recommend researchers to depend mainly on authentic interactions for
collecting data. Mills (2003: 44) states that “there is often a mismatch
between what people think they do, or should do, and what they actually
do”, because according to Eelen (2001:39), “people never identify with
impoliteness”, i.e. interactants may not communicate normally if they were
aware that they would be taken as samples of a study. For instance, if a
researcher depends on questionnaire for collecting data in terms of
politeness or impoliteness, s/he will fail to access natural data consequently
s/he will not be able to bring about reliable findings. This problem to some
extent may also occur while recording interactions. For example, inviting a
group of colleagues to have dinner and inform them that all their
interactions will be recorded for conducting a study in terms of politeness,
the interactants will try to use polite patterns and avoid offensive
interactions at least for a couple of minutes until they get used to this
situation. Therefore, researchers usually face difficulties in collecting
reliable data for carrying out a study.

Thus, for collecting authentic interactions to the maximum extent, the
researcher could follow some measures. Firstly, although researchers cannot
record others’ interactions without asking permission due to research ethics,
they have to avoid telling the participants the topic of the study. Secondly,
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culture to another.
According to Eelen (2001: 47), “unlike politeness1, which is restricted to

the polite end of the polite-impolite continuum, politeness2 should cover the
whole range of the continuum”. Politeness2 is concerned with daily
interactions which involves both polite and impolite utterances. However,
using (im)politeness2 would be more accurate because it is more
comprehensive. Watts (2003) uses first order politeness and second order
politeness instead of politeness1 and politeness2. For Watts (2003: 10),
“‘politeness2’ means something rather

different from our everyday understanding of it and focuses almost
uniquely on polite language in the study of verbal interaction”. Thus, both
Eelen (2001) and Watts (2003) present that politeness1 is associated with the
linguistic theoretical part that considers politeness. According to Watts
(2003:9), the distinction of politeness2 from politeness1 has lunched when
“social scientists lift the term ‘(im)politeness’ out of the realm of everyday
discourse and elevate it to the status of a theoretical concept in what is
frequently called Politeness Theory”. Considering politeness from a
universal perspective is one of the serious problems that discursive linguists
have tried to solve by examining politeness from its actual context of
interaction through making a distinction between politeness1and
politeness2.

Eelen (2001:35) proposes that the concept of “politeness-as-practice”
can be used instead of politeness1, which is associated with everyday polite
interactions. According to Eelen (2001:35), politeness-as-practice is divided
into three different kinds, which are: “expressive” that is (associated with
offers, compliments, refuses, etc. …), “classificatory” which is(associated
with the interactants’ assessment) and “metapragmatic” which is (associated
with interactants’ understanding on politeness).

One of the serious issues that Eelen (2001) argues that in order to
achieve accurate results researchers should avoid themselves from directly
using concepts of politeness 2 to investigate into everyday polite
interactions; insteadEelen suggests that researchers should move from
politeness1 to politeness2. In the other words, moving from emic to etic
helps researchers to understand the actual meaning of daily interactions in
its ongoing context, consequently this understanding contributes to bring
about appropriate linguistic terms of politeness (Eelen, 2001:77).

Distinction between politeness1 and politeness2 is helpful to realise the
process of conducting studies on politeness and impoliteness. Particularly,
Geyer (2008: 32) asserts that “a critical assessment of the
politeness1/politeness2 dichotomy leads directly to an examination of how
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composing face for each other; consequently, they affect each other’s face.
However, people outside their group of interaction might also influence the
face of interactants, because each person may belong to more than one
group, consequently a part of a person’s face might be constituted in
accordance with prevailing atmosphere of another group different from the
ongoing interactional group.

2.2.1Politeness1 and Politeness2:
Eelen (2001) places emphasis on the distinction between politeness1 and

politeness2, and between politeness and impoliteness as well as proposing a
process for conducting politeness studies. Eelen (2001: 51-2) states that
although Brown and Levinson’s effort is not merely to consider politeness
as a linguistic phenomenon (politeness1), which can be noticed “when
discussing negative politeness strategies”, they could not make a clear
distinction between politeness1 and politeness2. According to Eelen (2001:
31), the differentiation between politeness1 and politeness2 should not be
only considered in terms of concepts, “but rather the relationship between
both notions should be carefully monitored throughout the entire analytical
process- not only at the input stage”. The distinction of everyday
interactions from politeness linguistic concepts is one of the main
achievements of discursive approach, because this distinction is crucial to
make use of linguistic politeness theories in the analysis of interactions
within a specific context.

Eelen (2001: 38) argues that “politeness1 is always an instance of
everyday social life, and as a social practice it will always be geared
towards, or at least have, some social effect”. Since politeness1 is concerned
with everyday interactions, it may involve both volitional and discernment
interactions; therefore politeness1 is not always affected by cultural norms.
Concerning politeness2, Eelen (2001:43) argues that “politeness2 should
concern the scientific conceptualisation of the social phenomenon of
politeness in the form of a theory of politeness1. By means of such theory
we should be able to understand how politeness1 works, what its
functionality is, what it ‘does’ for people and for society in general”.
Although politeness2 is essential to gain a general insight into politeness
studies via recommended theoretical concepts, it does not always provide
politeness studies with concepts that could be applicable in all cultures. For
example, the concept of politeness could not have the same definition in all
cultures: if politeness is rather concerned with keeping “distance” in “British
culture”, it is more about giving “deference” in “Japanese culture” (K?d?r
and Mills, 2011: 4). Thus, politeness linguistic concepts may share some
common vision in all culture, but they may differ in some respects from a



40

may vary from one culture to another due to differences in cultural norms.
Unlike Eelen’s argument, Terkourafi argues that “individuals alone do not
‘have’ face and cannot ‘gain’ or ‘lose’ face. Rather face2 [sic] is grounded in
the interactional dyad. Without an other to whom they may be directed, face
concerns cannot arise” (Terkourafi, 2008: 52). For Terkourafi, face is always
associated with interactions but not interactants, because she believes that
interactants intrinsically have not face, but it is the interactions that
construct face. Eelen (2001) and Terkourafi (2008) look at the notion of
‘face’ from different angles; therefore the combination of these two views
can bring about a better understanding of the notion of face. Hence, face is a
universal concept that derives its values, attributes, principles and frame
from the external factors, such as counterparts, situation, setting and context
and from the personal factors, such as personal feeling, vision, criteria and
ideology. Thus, it may vary from one culture to another and from one person
to another.

Bousfield (2008: 42) believes that “face is individually (internally,
cognitively, historically) expected by the Self but is interactionally
(externally, mutually, continuously) constituted between Self and Other”.
The notion of face is not only associated with the internal feeling of the
interactants, but it also emanates from external factors, such as the situation,
the place, the content of interactions.

Unlike Brown and Levinson’s (1987) assumption that both positive and
negative face are of equal significance and use in all cultures, Bousfield
(2008: 37) states that “the type, quantity, strength and salience of different
aspects of face will vary from culture-to-culture, discourse-to-discourse and,
of course, context-to-context”. Each culture has its own particular traditions,
customs and norms that consequently affect the process of interaction. For
example, conservative societies usually tend to be positive-face cultures,
because people usually are harmonious, whereas secular cultures tend to be
negative-face cultures because people are less complimentary. Moreover,
although face is a universal concept in connection to politeness and
impoliteness, they differ from one culture to another because their
components can have different attribute, nature and the influence strength.

Bousfield (2008: 42) states that “constitution of the face of one member
of a group can have an impact on the face constitution and face expectation
of other members of a group”. External factors are essential to the process of
face constitution. These factors may include the interaction’s ongoing
situation, the nature of relationship among interactants, the personalities of
interactants and their common interests which are all helpful to facilitate
mutual impact on each other’s face, i.e. Interactants can play a part in
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Moreover, Spencer-Oatey (2000: 13) believes that the notions of positive
and negative face which have been identified by Brown and Levinson are
insufficient, because the “conceptualization of positive face has been
underspecified, and that the concerns they identify as negative face issues
are not necessarily face concerns at all”. Therefore, to replace the notion of
face and its aspects, Spencer-Oatey (2000: 13) proposes the notion of
rapport management "the management of harmony-disharmony among
people" which consists of two essential aspects that are "the management of
face and the management of social rights".

Spencer-Oatey (2000: 14) points out that "face is associated with
personal/social value, and is concerned with the people's sense of worth,
dignity, honour, reputation, competence and so on ". While, "sociality rights
[…] are concerned with personal/social expectancies, and reflect people's
concerns over fairness, consideration, social inclusion/exclusion and so on".
Observing interactants’ wants and rights to manage social relations while
interacting is the duty of rapport management. Thus, rapport management
illustrates how interactions operate to devalue or enhance the rapport in
order to maintain the intended interaction.

Spencer-Oatey (2000:14) argues that “Quality face” and “Identity Face”
are two aspects of face. For Spencer-Oatey (2000:14), Quality face is
associated with personal efficiencies that people strongly consider them,
such as “competence, abilities, appearance, etc. [sic]”, whereas Identity face
is about the values that people usually try to maintain “in terms of social or
group roles” and in connection with their “sense of public worth”.
Moreover, Spencer-Oatey (2000:14) proposes that Sociality rights are
divided into “Equity rights” and

“Association rights”. Spencer-Oatey (2000:14) states that “Equity
rights” is associated with the interactants’ expectations of receiving
deserving rights from their counterparts, whereas “Association rights” is
concerned with the observation of the nature of relationship that interactants
need to interact accordingly. Spencer-Oatey took a great step to sort out how
interactions work and how they need to be analysed. Thus, via proposing
rapport management, she recommends interactants to realise interactions
accurately that could be rapport threatening in order to adjust their
interactions accordingly to maintain smooth communication.

According to Eelen (2001:159), “Every human being has ‘face’; cultures
only differ in when and how face can be threatened or redressed. Likewise,
each culture has the notion of an FTA; the difference lies in what utterances
qualify as FTAs”. Eelen (2001:159) attempts to clarify that everyone all
over the world has a face but the nature of interactions that cause face losing



38

rather than product; that is, these theorists are interested in the choices
which could have been made and the possibilities of misunderstandings,
rather than assuming that politeness is a given and a product”. The aim of
the discursive theory is to concentrate on the process of the data analysis by
recommending the issues that researchers need to consider for bringing
about accurate interpretations rather than the nature of interpretations
themselves. According to Watts (2003:23) “it is impossible to evaluate
(im)polite behaviour out of the context of real, ongoing verbal interaction”.
Discursive theorists try to go beyond the assumption that draws on
generalised frame works to distinguish polite expressions from impolite one,
because they believe that the meaning of interactions will be derived from
the context. Mills (2011: 43) adds that discursive linguists broaden the scope
of politeness studies at the level of individual and social variables; for
example, investigating politeness in association with gender, power,
distance, and settings.

Discursive linguists have greatly contributed in the process of
identifying politeness and impoliteness, introducing useful theories to
illustrate how polite and impolite interactions work, and how they are
constructed and how should be assessed as well as proposing useful research
methods in terms of collecting data and their analysis. Thus, the views and
the arguments of some of the outstanding discursive linguists would be shed
light on in terms of the aforementioned issues.

2.2.1. Face in discursive approach
Face is a very significant notion in the study of politeness and

impoliteness. The notion of Face is used by Goffman to represent the public
identity that everyone claims. According to Goffman (1972: 5), face is "the
positive social value a person effectively claims for himself, by the line
others assume he has taken during a particular contact". Goffman, in his
definition, concentrates on positive social values without considering
positive cultural, psychological and personal principles of interactants in
maintaining face during interactions, because face is

maintained due to positive social, cultural, personal and psychological
status that everyone would like to achieve during interactions. Moreover,
Culpeper (2011: 25) argues that "face is not confined to the immediate
aspects of an individual's self (e.g. abilities, disposition, appearance), but
includes all that the self identifies with (e.g. family, school, possessions)".
The concept of face can have a very extensive notion because it represents
individuals’ personal values and their belonging feelings to family, cultural,
ethnic and religious as well as their ongoing situational stances and
interests.
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discursive linguists agree on three essential aspects. “Firstly, discursive
theorists share a view of what constitutes politeness (particularly …that
politeness does not reside in utterances…). Secondly, discursive theorists try
do describe the relation between individuals and society in relation to the
analysis of politeness ... . Thirdly, discursive theorists tend to use a similar
form of analysis” by placing emphasis on contextual analysis, the impact of
culture on the text, the assessment of interaction, and interactants’
perceptions. All these arguments are very helpful to consider while
conducting a study in order to adopt a reliable methodology for data
collection and have an accurate analysis of data.

Theorists, such as Spencer-Oatey (2000: 3) and Watts (2003: 8) believe
that utterances usually derive their meaning from the contexts that they are
used in, therefore, they could not be categorized, out of context, as polite,
impolite interactions. Spencer-Oatey (2000: 3) states that “sentences or
linguistic constructions are not ipso facto polite or rude; rather, politeness is
a social judgement, and speakers are judged to be polite or rude, depending
on what they say in what context”. Although some expressions are
intrinsically formulated to demonstrate polite (such as, generous, lovely,
respectful and many others), or impolite impressions (such as, motherfucker,
silly, foolish and many others), they can have different interpretation in
different contexts.

According to Eelen (2001: 236), “Bourdieu’s sociological insights can
be combined with insights from discursive psychology” in order to consider
discursive approach to politeness in a correct basis. Bourdieu’s sociology
maintains that “all cultural symbols and practices, from artistic tastes, style
in dress, and eating habits to religion, science and philosophy-even language
itself- embody interests and function to enhance social distinctions”
(Swartz, 1997: 6). But Discursive Psychology places emphasis on “the
nature of knowledge, cognition and reality: with how events are described
and explained, how factual reports are constructed, how cognitive states are
attributed” (Edwards and Potter, 1992: 2). Nevertheless, it operates on the
basis that “mental states become relevant, as a form of social action which is
oriented to interactional and inferential concerns” (Wooffitt, 2005: 89),
which involves “memories, knowledge, attitudes, beliefs and motives”
(Haugh, 2011: 257). Thus, discursive approach to politeness needs to
consider the analysis of discourse from the perspective of both sociology
and psychology in order to observe all the external (social) and internal
(psychological) concerns.

Discursive Theorists pay attention to the process of evaluation.
According to Mills (2011: 40) “discursive theorists tend to focus on process
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politeness, not shared conventionalised politeness forms or strategies”.
Thus, discursive theorists recommend researchers to consider interaction as
a part of a whole context rather than as a detached utterance, in order to
result in an accurate assessment of politeness and impoliteness. The
meaning of an utterance inside the context is usually different from the
connotative meaning of that utterance outside the context. Moreover,
utterance can have different interpretations in different contexts.

Mills (2011: 28) argues that “post-modernism might be seen as a type of
theoretical move which questions all concepts and evaluations and is
sceptical of all attempts at grand narrative or metanarrative, that is, all
overarching theories which attempt to generalise or universalise”.
Discursive theory is concerned with the process of enquiring interactions in
all related aspects in order to have the most proper interpretation of
interactions. This theory puts an end to the traditional approach that
considers politeness from a generalised perspective. Therefore, this theory
urges researchers to take all the related elements of interactions into
consideration in order to conduct accurate studies on interactions. For
instance, to conduct a study on politeness or impoliteness according to
discursive approach, researchers need to examine the utterances in context.
So, they need to: 1) observe interactants in terms of gender, power, distance,
psychology, physiology as well as cultural, religious, ethnic and ideological
backgrounds; 2) discern the interactional situation in respect of settings, the
nature of interactional event and external factors; 3) interpret the utterances
in terms of content, purpose, surface meaning and implied meaning. Mills
(2011: 30) states that although all discursive theorists have tried to improve
the method of analysis of both politeness and impoliteness, they are mainly
divided into two groups in which “the first group makes use of the other
theoretical aspects to revise Brown and Levinson’s politeness theory, whilst
the second group proposed their own theories”. These attempts came after
traditional theory’s deficiency in terms of distinction between politeness1
and politeness2, methods of data collection and process of data analysis.

The Linguistic Politeness Research Group (2011:5) states that with the
advent of the discursive approach the emphasis has converted “from
analysing politeness as a system of rational choices made by a model
speaker, to an analysis of the way that choice about what counts as
politeness or impoliteness are made in particular contexts”. Generalisation
in the analysis of interactions is inaccurate because each culture or each
group of practice has its own norms that determine the nature of
interactions. For example, English people have different traditions in terms
of making offers compared to Kurdish people. Mills (2011: 35) argues that
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have different interpretations.
Bousfield (2008: 3) states that “all of the examples given by Brown and

Levinson are single utterances drawn out of the context of ongoing
discourse”. One of the major critics that classical theorists’ theories are
recognised by is that they establish a universal framework to analyse
interactions without considering the general context of interactions,
observing cultural differences and regarding personal distinctions of
interactants.

The classical approach has failed to provide a satisfactory theory that can
help researchers to conduct politeness studies. Classical theorists are to
some extent aware of the impact of context and social variables on
interactions’ constitution and perception, but they do not go beyond
generalisations in their recommended

frameworks and rules. in the other words, classical theorists do not take
the impact of cultural differences, personal perceptions, situations and
settings into account. Thus, it is hard to predict the nature of interactions
according to universal frameworks that could be applicable to all languages
and cultures, because there are many issues that need to be considered in
assessing them, such as the cultural specifics, the personal criteria, the
situation, the content of interactions, the setting of interactions, the context,
and the nature of relationship among interactants and many others. Over all,
analysing polite interactions according to generalised frameworks, such as
Grice’s Cooperative principle, Lakoff’s polite rules, Leech’s Politeness
principles, and Brown and Levinson’s politeness strategies bring about
inaccurate results.

2.2. Discursive approach to politeness theories
Discursive theory is associated with considering all the elements that

affect the language constitution and the utterance interpretation. Discursive
theorists “have brought contextual factors into the analysis of politeness”
(Pan, 2011: 71). They believe that the constitution and the interpretation of
interactions is not rule-governed, i.e. it is impossible to assess the nature of
interactions drawing on generalised frameworks, so researchers need to
observe all the factors that affect interactional constitution and
interpretation, such as personal, cultural, situational and contextual
influences (Mills, 2003; Watts, 2003; Culpeper, 2011).

Discursive theorists agree that politeness or impoliteness “is not located
at the level of the utterance, as it seems to be for Brown and Levinson”
(Linguistic Politeness Research Group, 2011: 2). Nevertheless, Culpeper
(2010: 3235) states that “the general focus of the discursive approach is on
the micro, that is, on participants’ situated and dynamic evaluations of
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Baldly: is associated with the process of doing FTAs “in the most direct,
clear, unambiguous and concise way possible” (Ibid: 69).

Positive politeness: “is oriented toward the positive face of H, the
positive self-image that he claims for himself” in a way that “S considers H
to be in important respects ‘the same’ as he” (Ibid: 70).

Negative politeness: “is oriented mainly toward partially satisfying
(redressing) H’s negative face” which is recognised by “self-effacement,
formality and restraint, with attention to very restricted aspects of H’s self-
image” (Ibid).

Off-record politeness: It is associated with “all kinds of hints as to what
a speaker wants or means to communicate, without doing so directly, so that
the meaning is to some degree negotiable” (Ibid: 69).

Another shortcoming of Brown and Levinson’s study of politeness is
associated with considering politeness from the perspective of speech acts,
whilst every piece of interactions may be offensive, polite or any other
neutral interactions. Brown and Levinson (1987: 76) propose that politeness
should be observed in

relation to social variables such as Power (P), distance (D) and cultural
rank (R). They compose a formula to show how speakers choose a specific
strategy for their interactions. In the following calculation, x = the degree,
w= weightiness of FTA, H =hearer and S = speaker.

WX =D(S,H)+P(H,S)+RX (Brown and Levinson, 1987: 76)
Notice: FTA (Face Threatening Act) is the act that threatens interactants'

face (speaker's face or hearer's face), such as, criticism, complaints,
accusations, contradictions, requests, asking favours and many more other
actions.

According to (Ibid), the degree of face threat can be calculated by the
above formula which attempts to illustrate how social variables, such as the
nature of relationship among interactants, the social power and social rank
affect the constitution and interpretation of interactions. These variables
affect the interactants’ perception of interactions. For example, the nature of
relationship between the speaker and the hearer is one of the variables that
the degree of face threat weightiness that results from using direct order
draws on. If the speaker and the hearer are close friends, the degree of
weightiness of face threat are less compared to a case if they were just
classmates. However, this formula can never accurately measure the degree
of polite or impolite interactions because there are many other factors (such
as, culture, context, content, setting, the interpretation and the perception of
interactants and many others) that play a role in determining the nature of
interactions. Therefore, the same interaction by the same interactants can
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language constitution and language analysis from the perspective of
contextual differences and the impact of interactants’ perception. However,
Leech (1983: 132) claims that generally polite interactions are recognised by
applying "politeness principles" (Tact, Generosity, Approbation, Modesty,
Agreement, and Sympathy maxims). Thus, although by proposing "politeness
principles" and distinguishing the logical meaning of utterances (Semantics)
from the interpretative meaning of them (Pragmatics) Leech shows the
significance of the interpretative meaning of utterances in the process of
identifying politeness, he adopts the same generalised system that does not
result in accurate assessment of interactions.

This generalisation also dominated Brown and Levinson’s politeness
theory. For Brown and Levinson (1987), politeness is a matter of "conflict
and avoidance"; and the crucial themes are 'Rationality' and Face’, which
are considered as universal characteristics. Rationality is associated with
making use of logic (Brown and Levinson, 1987: 64), whereas face is
“something that is emotionally invested, and that can be lost, maintained, or
enhanced, and must be constantly attended to in interaction” (Brown and
Levinson, 1987: 61). Brown and Levinson tried to engage interactants’
mental and psychological roles in determining the nature of interactions.
However, they could not avoid their

politeness theory from being generalised due to dependence on a fix
calculation to indicate politeness and impoliteness.

Brown and Levinson (1987) make a connection between Grice’s
Cooperative Principle and the notion of face. For Brown and Levinson
(1987: 62) face is composed of both negative face (the want is “unimpeded
by others”) and positive face (the want is “desirable to at least some
others”). One of the critical problems that classical approach suffers from is
associated with the use of the notion of “face”, because as Spencer-Oatey
(2000:12) clarifies, face is considered as “a universal phenomenon”, which
gives the sense that “everyone has the same fundamental face concerns”.
Thus, Spencer-Oatey (2000:12) proposes “rapport management” which
“examines the way that language is used to construct, maintain, and/or
threaten social relationships and includes the management of sociality rights
as well as face.

Brown and Levinson argue that some speech-acts threaten hearer's face
(Brown and Levinson, 1987: 65). Therefore, they propose four strategies
that perform FTAs which are “baldly” strategy, “positive politeness”,
“negative politeness” and “off record” strategy (Ibid: 69).
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Lakoff does not make a clear distinction between politeness1 (politeness as
daily interactions) and politeness2.

The problems that are associated with Lakoff’s politeness arguments are
associated with considering politeness from a systemised and a universal
perspective. Lakoff (1990: 34) defines politeness as "a system of
interpersonal relations designed to facilitate interaction by minimizing the
potential for conflict and confrontation inherent in all human interchange”.
Recognizing politeness as a system is one of the crucial problems that
Lakoff’s theory of politeness suffers from.

Politeness is not the process of following a recommended system, but it
is associated with the interactants’ intention and interpretation, because: 1)
interactants can produce polite interactions drawing on personal choices, i.e.
without applying a specific system; 2) following a designed system cannot
always guarantee a polite interpretation by recipients. Another shortcoming
that is associated with Lakoff’s view is that: she sees politeness as a strategy
of minimizing face threatening by proposing three politeness rules. This
strategy does not always result in polite interactions, because it only focuses
on the role of speakers and their intentions without taking the role of
recipients’ interpretations and the impact of culture differences into
consideration. In the other words, although these rules operate in all
languages and they can observe cultural norms, they do not consider cultural
differences. According to Eelen (2001: 2), cultures may vary in prioritising a
specific rule over another in producing polite interactions; for example,
“European cultures tend to emphasise distancing strategies” (rule 1, Do not
impose), “ Asian cultures tend

to be deferential” (rule 2, Give options), whereas “modern American
culture tends towards Camaraderie” (rule3, Be friendly). Thus, drawing a
boundary between politeness as universal linguistic phenomena and
politeness as daily interactions was not fulfilled in Lakoff’s politeness rules.

Leech, like Grice and Lakoff, also associated politeness to the notion of
conflict avoidance by proposing a general framework. However, he brought
interpersonal rhetoric into the analysis of interactions. Leech (1983: 56-7)
makes a distinction between semantics and pragmatics; that he associates
ideational function to semantics, whilst he connects the "interpersonal" and
the "textual" functions to pragmatics. Semantics is associated with the
logical meaning of the sentences, whereas pragmatics is associated with the
interpretative meaning of interactions (Leech, 1980: 2). Leech (1983: 57)
believes that “interpersonal and textual” are factors that determine the
process of constituting interactions and message conveying.

This modification is a good attempt by Leech to consider the process of
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politeness rules (1973), Grice’s Co-operative Principle (1975), Brown and
Levinson’s politeness strategies (1978, 1987), and Leech’s politeness
principle (1983). The discursive approach is concerned with the interactants’
perception and the role of culture and context in the analysis of interactions.
Discursive linguists, such as Ide (1989, 1992) , Spencer-Oatey (2000), Mills
(2003), Watts (2003), Bousfield (2008), Culpeper (2011), and many others
either have improved on the traditional approach or adopted different
arguments. Before considering the discursive approach and theorists, the
main arguments of the classical theorists will be discussed.

2.1 The Classical Approach
The theorists that represent the classical approach to politeness were

essentially helpful in establishing a basis for politeness studies. Grice
(1975), Lakoff (1973), Leech (1983), and Brown and Levinson (1978, 1987)
are theorists who investigate politeness from the etic perspective; that they
adopt a universal approach to consider politeness without regarding the
impact of cultural differences.

Grice (1975: 45) considers “rational” realisation of interaction and
cooperative contribution of interactants as two basic principles of
maintaining appropriate communication. She believes that interactants
should cooperate as much as possible while interacting (Ibid). Grice’s
cooperative principle considers language from an ideal perspective, which is
completely different from actual interactions, because interactants may be
uncooperative, but still have polite interactions. Grice proposes four
conversational maxims (“quality”, “Quality”, “Relation”, “Manner”) as a
condition of having polite interaction; that if interactants flout the maxims,
their interactions will cause offence (Ibid:45-6). This generalisation is not
accurate, because interactants may be, for example, irrelevant and still
polite.

Lakoff used politeness rules to refine some negative aspects that
emanated from Grice's cooperative principles. She tried to connect the
analysis of politeness with the impact of cultural norms. Lakoff tried to go
beyond the conceptual notion of politeness2 (Politeness as linguistic terms)
by showing the role of culture in constructing polite interactions, because
she regarded politeness as “equivalent to what most people in our society
consider ‘polite’ behaviour… and we are used to it” (Lakoff,1990: 35). For
Lakoff (1973: 298), (“Don’t impose”, “Give options”, “Be friendly”) are the
rules that represent the notion of “Be polite”. According to Eelen (2001:49),
these rules exist in all languages and “capture directly ordinary speakers’
politeness1 evaluations”; for instance, Lakoff’s first rule ‘Don’t impose’ is
concerned with maintaining appropriate cultural interactions. However,
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to provide them with the most credible process of interactions’
interpretations in general and in terms of politeness in specific.

1. Introduction
The theories that have been adopted by linguists to analyse or to

interpret interactions are mainly classified into two main approaches: the
classical approach and the discursive approach. The classical approach (or
some called the traditional approach) considers politeness from a
generalised perspective that ignores the role of cultural differences and the
impact of context on the interpretation of interactions, whereas the
discursive approach takes the contextual factors and the cultural differences
into consideration to analyse interactions in terms of politeness.

The use of the theories that are categorised as classical approach dates
back to the seventeenth of the last century when a group of theories
proposed to analyse interactions in connection to politeness,; such as
Lakoff’s politeness rules (1973), Grice’s Co-operative Principle (1975),
Brown and Levinson’s politeness strategies (1978, 1987) and some other
theories. This approach has been criticised by a group of linguists due to the
ignorance of the impact of culture and the influence of the contextual factors
on the analysis of politeness. These linguists are recognised as discursive
theorists, namely: Sara Mills, Richard Watts, Derek Bousfield and many
more linguists that generally believe that researchers need to consider all the
factors that affect interactions to have an accurate analysis of interactions.
Moreover, to fulfil this need, researchers need to draw on authentic
interactions rather than invented examples or expressions out of context.

The aim of this study is to provide the researchers who are interested in
conducting qualitative studies on the authentic interactions in general and in
terms of politeness in specific with an adequate methodology that can result
in a reliable data collection and an accurate data analysis, which
consequently brings about an accurate result. Thus, this paper is very helpful
for the researchers to get familiar with the approach that they may adopt
before conducting any study. Moreover, it illustrates all the steps that
researches need for conducting empirical part of the studies that are
associated with examining daily authentic interactions. This requires
observation of all the factors that affect the daily interactions such as,
gender, power, culture, context, intonation, and many more.

2. Approaches to politeness theories
Approaches to politeness studies can be classified into the traditional

approach and the discursive approach. The traditional approach that
considers politeness from a universal perspective encompasses Lakoff’s
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Abstract
This study is conducted to consider the approaches to politeness theories

(The Classical Approach and The Discursive Approach). It exclusively
introduces these two approaches and comprehensively informs when are
they proposed, whom are the concerned linguists and how are they criticised
and progressed.

This paper consists of three sections: the introduction, the approaches to
politeness theories and the conclusion. The introduction is devoted to
identify approaches to politeness theories (classical approach and discursive
approach) and briefly introduces the classical linguists and the discursive
linguists as well as presents their own ideas and proposes. The approaches
of politeness theories maintain the classical approach and the discursive
approach. The classical approach is mainly criticised of adopting a universal
framework and of avoiding the role of cultural differences and the impact of
context on the utterances’ interpretation. Although the classical linguists and
their proposes have been utterly criticised by a group of linguists (discursive
linguists), they have paved the way to the discursive linguists to overcome
the problems that result from drawing on a universality model of data
interpretations. The discursive approach observes the influence of cultural
differences and the impact of context on utterances in addition to placing
emphasis on the interactants’ interpretation. This section distinguishes
politeness1 from politeness2, clarifies the notion of ‘face’, and identifies the
discursive methodology. Finally, section three presents the most concluding
points that have been driven throughout conducting this study.

This paper critically considers the views that have been raised by the
classical linguists and by the discursive linguists in order to avoid all the
problems that face researchers in terms of data collection and data analysis
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IV- Conclusion
To conclude, Ginsberg lived among those oppressed people and

expressed their sufferings. They were far from reaching the ideal democracy
and freedom of expression. Ginsberg tried to turn the inflicted suffering of
his people inside out to reveal to the world their real thoughts and desperate
outlook towards America. He wanted to show what had aroused in them
such strong, intensive feelings of fear and dread that they wished death to
take their lives. Besides, they were better off than to be Americans. The
shining image of America, along with its financial, technological, industial
institutions, as a paradise is untrue; instead those who are empowered have
connived to abolish everything good for the sake of attaining personal
profit. Having rejected both heavenly and earthly values, America, for
Ginsberg, is only a dying kingdom, and is doomed to forever wander the
realms of nothingness. When "Howl" first appeared, life in America had
been the subject of a variety of world literary works. One can notice through
Ginsberg’s visionary theme how the dry dreams of the devastated people are
unrealized, deferred, and crushed psychologically. No matter how hard they
try, the Beats' message has not gotten across. The greatness of "Howl" lies
in the revelation of America's wrongdoings, evils, and corruptions.
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Ginsberg wrote Part Two by asking which monster consumes the poets
and artists' creative minds: “What Sphinx of cement and aluminum bashed
open their skulls/ and ate up their brains and imagination.” What is really
interesting is that "Moloch," which stands for false devotion and patriotism,
asks everyone in America for self–sacrificing. America, as a monster, has
not brought its people anything of value except destruction. There is often a
dichotomy between what the Americans are saying and what they are doing.
People sacrifice themselves for something which they would never have.
Money and wealth are the devotion of the American people, and nothing
else appeals to them. They place money above love, humanity, and beauty.
However, it is money that destroys them; they do not confess that money is
only a means, and not an end.

"Moloch," which is also a representative of the United States
government, is behind every war that breaks out and the resultant
annihilation of every hope and aspiration. "Moloch" is deaf to the Beats'
objections. He is also behind any looming danger. The young men go into
decline and die “sobbing” in the unjust wars because of their overwhelming
lack of inexperience. They become psychotics when they discover that what
"Moloch" has done to the world and to its people is abominable. The policy
adopted is a curse on the nation. It is a clear allusion to the fatal devastation
that the Vietnam War brought about. Characteristically, "Moloch" is less
sanguine to the prospects for improvement:18

Moloch! Solitude! Filth! Ugliness!
Ashcans and unobtainable dollars!
Children screaming under the stair –
ways! Boys sobbing in armies! Oh
men weeping in the park! (3-6)

Ginsberg sees that the very buildings, the skyscrapers, prisons,
factories, banks, bombs, technology, money and madhouses (which are all
embodied by the figure of "Moloch") are false values that threaten with a
striking catastrophy. He compares America’s "Moloch" to that of William
Blake’s character, the judgmental Jehovah in his poem:

Moloch whose skyscrapers stand in the long
streets like endless Jehovahs! .....
Moloch whose love is endless oil and stone!
Moloch soul is electricity and banks!
(20-25)

Jehovah, the Lord God Almighty, is seen by some critics as an opponent
of freedom and love.19
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and an older man) and intoxication….” Ginsberg continues documenting the
madnessand focusing on the sex lives of these "best minds":16

Who lounged hungry and loneliness through Houston seeking jazz
orsex or soup, and followed the brilliant Spaniard to converse about
America and Eternity, a hopeless task, and so took ship to Africa,

Who disappeared into the volcanoes of Mexico leaving behind
nothing but the shadow of dungarees and the lava and ash of poetry
scattered in fireplace Chicago,

Who reappeared on the West Coast investigating the F.B.I. in
beards and shorts with big pacifist eyes sexy in their dark skin passing
out incomprehensible leaflets,

Who burned cigarette holes in their arms protesting the narcotic
tobacco haze of Capitalism,

Who distributed supercommunist pamphlets in Union square
weeping and undressing while the sirens of Los Alamos wailed them
down, and wailed down Wall, and the Staten Island ferry also wailed,

Who broke down crying in white gymnasiums naked and trembling
before the machinery of other skeletons,

Who bit detectives in the neck and shrieked with delight in
policecars for committing no crime but their own wild cooking
pederasty and intoxication. (84-108)

In the second part of "Howl," whose setting is San Francisco, the
exposition of the image of America as a lost paradise becomes quite clear,
the very ugly image which is responsible of causing all the tragedies in the
world. In his essay on his final recording of the Second Part of "Howl",
Ginsberg “names the monster of mental consciousness that preys on the
Lamb.” The monstrous figure symbolizes America's notorious democracy,
freedom, and false patriotism that denies creativity. Therefore, the monster,
whose name is "Moloch," stands for the destructive America and the rising
problems that come out of the decay. It mercilessly kills the lamb which is
quite synonymous to Ginsberg’s generation or the "best minds." He might
commit a great sin that nothing on earth can redeem it. Thus, one can easily
comprehend the fact that in such an animalistic society, neither family
relationships nor any sorts of love, sympathy, and friendship exist.The
fearful presence of "Moloch" everywhere and its irresistible reach to every
part and section of society reminds of the dystopian worlds which science
fiction and fantasy writers present when trying to decribe the nature of a
world that has mainly depended on material gains and forsaken its
traditional values and principles. H. G. Wells' terrifying beasts (the
Morlocks in The Time Machine) are only an example of those creatures.17
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engaged Ginsberg himself: violence, political turmoil, and sexuality. For
Ginsberg, Poe was the best mind before his time; he was an artist that
Ginsberg felt would have fit very well into the Beatnik lifestyle of the
twentieth century. These figures suffered as Ginsberg had to suffer in his
life. The agony which Ginsberg’s mother had was due to her spending most
of the latter part of her life in Pilgrim State Hospital where her spontaneity
and emotional intensity were washed out as a result of the type of treatment
she received. Along with Ginsberg, these writers had the same aim of
putting an end to the destructive system, especially against the “narcotic
tobacco haze of capitalism.”15 Though the use of narcotic drugs had been
prohibited by the United States system, the addiction to it was favored and
encouraged by the Beat Generation:

Who wandered around and around at midnight in the railroad Yard
wondering where to go, and went, leaving no broken hearts

Who lit cigarettes in boxcars racketing through snow toward
lonesome farms in grandfather night,

Who studied Plotinus poets. John of the Cross telepathy bop
kaballa because the cosmos instinctively vibrated at their feet in
Kansas. (67-75)

The poem then returns to the United States just after Ginsberg’s travel to
Mexico. These figures represent some of the "best minds" who, in Houston,
are hungry and lonely searching for Jazz or sex or soup. They converse or
debate about America with a Spaniard who, being devastated, is leading for
Africa. Ginsberg says that the "best minds" reappeared and came under the
scrutiny of the F.B.I. because of their political views. They drew the
attention of the authorities because they protested against the "narcotic
tobacco haze of Capitalism and distributed Super communist pamphlets in
Union Square…." Ginsberg notes that the “Sirens of Los Alamos wailed
them down." The reference is to the Los Alamos National Laboratory in
New Mexico, the lab which was home to the “Manhattan Project,” the series
of research and experiments that produced the atomic bomb. He also says
that there was a wail "down Wall." This is a reference with a doubtful
meaning, pointing at the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem, or the site of the
remaining wall of the destroyed Jewish Temple where the Jews pray in grief
for the restoration of Israel. In addition, it is a reference to Wall Street, the
symbol and home of American Capitalism. Ginsberg asserts that the "best
minds" were violent in their resistance against authority, attacking the police
and resisting arrest. He claims that the "best minds" did not do anything
wrong. They were arrested for “pederasty (a sexual relation between a boy
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burning their money in waste baskets and listening to the Terror
through Laredo with a belt of marijuana for New York, (15-23)

Ginsberg then moves to the Bronx which is another borough of New
York City. The idea of domesticity that is contrasted with drug and alcohol
addiction soothes and calms them down from the noise of wheels which
stands for technology, machines and industrialization. For them, it replaces
the former paradise because they are striken by the noise that dries them out
in such a way that they become “mouth–wracked and battered bleak of brain
all drained.”13

who chained themselves to subways for the endless
ride from Battery to holy Bronx on Benzedrine
until the noise of wheelsand children brought
them down shuddering mouth-wracked and
battered bleak of brain all drained of brilliance
in the drear light of zoo (39-44)

New York City was a meeting place for many of the Beat writers
such as Ginsberg, Kerouac, and Burroughs. These were the leading figures
connecting other members of the Beat Movement from all across the
country. All these related New York City to the dying nature of the fallen
America.

The Americans, as Ginsberg's poetry entails, live in such a dark
world where there is no certainty, a dystopian place which threatens to
destroy the rest of the world. Through “doom on the hydrogen,” the ultimate
image represents the nuclear war and the hydrogen bomb allusion that
American made at the end of the Second World War to outface the world.
Ginsberg then sees the "best minds" return to a more natural habit. At a
Bickford’s “a popular short order diner in New York during the mid-
twentieth century,” they meet. An empty "Fugazzi" is a bar where they drink
stale beer and listen to “the crack of doom on the hydrogen jukebox.”14

who sank all night in sub marine light of Bickford’s
floated outand sat through the stale beer afternoon
in desolate Fugazzi’s, listening to the crack
of doom on the hydrogen jukebox. (45-48)

Ginsberg writes that the "best minds" studied Plotinus, a philosopher,
who lived during the Roman Empire; Edgar Allen Poe, the nineteenth-
century American writer; and St. John of the Cross, a religious mystic.
These figures representing some of the "best minds" from prvious periods of
history fascinated Ginsberg and the other Beat writers. Ginsberg saw Poe as
a unique American mind who wrote about many of the same themes that
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shows Ginsberg’s odious and repulsive attitude towrds the destruction of
those intellectuals who have been ruined by the mad American atrocity
practised against them.

These intellectuals drag themselves to look for the paradise, wandering
through “negro streets." They are vagrants who live in the nightmares of
drugs and alcohol. The use of drugs is meant to keep them moving on with
their life. Having been ruined by insanity, they are delirious and oblivious
people. If one returns to the background of the poem’s dedication to Carl
Solomon, one may think of Solomon as one of those "best minds" who have
been in a mental institution. These minds get mad as a result of being unable
to escape from the world (which stands for a harsh city) to the urban
environment which refuses the industrial progress and its hidden material
gains.11 They felt lost, having fallen a prey to the new distorted Americans
ideals. The nakedness of the newly-born babies suggests naivety, innocence,
and honesty:

I saw the best minds of my generation destroyed by madness,
starving hysterical naked,

dragging themselves through the negro streets at dawn looking for
an angry fix,

angel headed hipsters burning for the ancient heavenly connection
to the starry dynamo in the machinery of night…

("Howl" 1-7)

Ginsberg ascertained that these "best minds" were expelled from
university without attaining any academic significance. Although what they
were doing was good, it was unacceptable by the government institutions.
He makes use of the term “scholars of war” to expose how academic works
have ceded their cultural power to the political and military power of the
day. Politicians could think of nothing else; their only aim was to advance
America's own militaristic conquest, leaving the "best minds" starving and
impoverished. His works were even rejected by the professors for being
unworthy and obscene messages. The city’s destructive forces and unjust
policies, of which the Beats were knowledgeable, drive them into the world
of drugs,violence and sex, and then,charge them with crime. 12

who passed through universities with radiant cool eyes
hallucinating Arkansas and Blake-light tragedy among the scholars of
war,

who were expelled from the academies for crazy and publishing
obscene odes on the windows of the skull,

who cowered in unshaven rooms in underwear,
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bureaucrat.”8 Those who were in authority promised their people many
things, but none of what was promised was accomplished.

All that was true is witnessed in Ginsberg’s "Howl", a poem that
embodies the collapse of the American dream and the consequent
nightmare. Many questions that deepened the public anger, disgust, and
mistrust in the American government are raised. Such rightful isues revealed
the allegations of those in authority, tore the American government apart,
and brought shocks to everyone. "Howl" is a reflection on what the
American culture and society of the 1940s and 1950s had done to those who
did not accept conformity to American culture and politics. Accordingly,
these heartbreaking and most agonizing years that Ginsberg and his
intellectuals had gone through brought that sad, desperate, pessimistic, and
obscene tone in his "Howl."

Ginsberg's poem is autobiographical, condemning the dominant
American culture that is responsible for suppressing its generation and
destroying any artistic abilities. Being one of the most widely-read and
translated poems of the age, "Howl" consists of three parts and a footnote,
which becomes the fourth part to many critics. William Carlos Williams,
who later wrote the introduction to Howl and Other Poems, instructed
Ginsberg to his dictum “No ideas but in things.”9 Although the poem was
effective when it first appeared, it was unfit to society due to its obscene
language and tainted imagery employed in attacking the establishments. In
the trial, Ferlinghetti defended "Howl" against the charge of obscenity,
claiming that it was not the poet but the American society which was
obscene. To Ginsberg, "Howl" was a real portrayal and a panoramic vision
against those who impose America’s hegemony upon the "best minds,"
enforcing them to be lined up with the American conformity. Donald Allan
describes "Howl" in his Introduction to the Landmark Volume “New
American Poetry” as "the Waste Land for our age."10 It is an account of the
homeless, mad geniuses in New York City’s, Harlem, talking about drug-
taking, visions, insanity, ecstasy, desperation, poverty, and violent death.
The protest was against the loss of human values and devastatation of the
"best minds," seeing how terrible and inhuman the conditions were.

Among the themes that the poem tackles is the issue of imposition of
false, shallow, materialist-rationalist reality on the human spirit and the
ensuing persecution and oppression of those who refrain from accepting the
actual reality. Ginsberg describes the "best minds" who have been rejected
by the society as being unwilling to conform to America's policy of
discrimination in accordance with race and colour. The first part of "Howl"
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place of freedom and justice. To start with, one should bear in mind the
meaning of dystopia:

Dystopia (bad place) has recently to be applied to works of fiction,
including science fiction, that represents a very unpleasant imaginary
world in which ominous tendencies of our present social, political and
technological order are projected into a disastrous future culmination.5

Dystopia in origin came to be conceived of as a dark vision, a
pessimistic outlook of the prevalence of the new powers which are basically
associated with self-interest and indifference to others' rights over the world.
Hence, bad distribution of wealth and confiscation of people's right of
freedom and self-expression render any chance of reform impossible. In
Ginsberg’s poems, the dystopian image of America is embodied in the
world wars aftermath. The poems in Howl and Other Poems (1956)
exemplify this dystopia that is best reflected in the anxiety and quandaries
that the Americans went through over the destruction of their spirituality,
individuality, and freedom of expression.

Like Walt Whitman who corrupted the world by tricking himself into
believing that he was greater than nature, Ginsberg wrote of humanity. But
while Whitman believed that he was one amongst the living, Ginsberg
supposed that he was at a higher awareness than others.6 When Ginsberg
was at Columbia University in the Presbyterian Psychiatric Hospital, he met
Carl Solomon to whom he dedicated his Howl and the Other Poems.
Ginsberg thought that Solomon was a talented artist and a strong-willed
person whose gifts were stifled by the oppressive psychiatric treatment he
received. 7

The Beats rejected society in favor of an aggressive insistence that
humans must define themselves and their existence through their choices
and actions which were never realized in America. Their feeling of
depression was caused by society's contemptuous look in addition to its
inablity to understand them. They thought of what could happen in the
future if that society's degeneration would not end by not embracing
equality, humanity, and not stopping humiliating, exploiting, targeting,
devaluating others.

The vision of a better and an ideal society has turned into a horrible
nightmare. America has recently undergone massive bureucartic changes.
The Americans began to realize that what they were dreaming of would
never come true due to economic, social, and political decline and distortion
of the American image. As Horsely states: “This fear of human
diminishment also arises from the dualistic opposition of hero and
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concerns of human beings were in the so-called democratic American
society. Becoming the advocates for their people, the Beats formed a
movement of protest that continually fought for the betterment of America’s
conditions. With their poetry, they did what they could not actually do in a
world gone mad. As it was perceived, fantasy was never able to bring
change and give some meaning to existence in such a sterile and
conventional society, so they started to use their poems to raise their
people’s awareness. Like all poetic innovators, Ginsberg seemed to claim
for poetry new areas of experience and new cultural situations. Poets with
fresh poetic ideas, forms and styles started dealing with the issues of new
social and historical realities. In other words, the Depression, the nuclear
bomb, and the Cold War resulted in such movements as the Beat Generation
that rebelled almost against many things and called for radical equality. As
Christopher Beach wrote in his Twentieth-Century American Poetry.

The poetry of the Beats took a number of forms, reflecting a range
of influences from the poetry of Whitman, Blake, Pound and Williams
to Surrealism and Buddhist Philosophy. The Beats also embraced the
musical forms of jazz and blues, which helped them develop
experimental techniques involving spontaneity and unpredictability.3

Unlike the poetry of such other experimenting modern poets as the
confessionals whose response to the condition was more inward, largely
shaped by traditional use of forms of language, that of the Beats was so
defiant and rebellious that it became the outcry of “ a generation of cultural
outlaws.”4

For the Beats, the experimentation was in the field of subject and style.
Spontaneous as they were, the poets of this sort did not pay attention to rules
of language and grammar. It was a language full of obscene expression and
sexual connotations. They addressed themes of personal experiences and
and other dimension as the rejection of American values and the fear of
nuclear wars, and so on.

In his poetry, Ginsberg seeks for the reasons that evoke the dystopian
vision in America, trying to find how such precious human values are
replaced by inhuman ones, such as conformism and consumerism. Besides,
his aim is to understand how these worldly values suppressed the "best
minds" and how man can avoid these disasters which are awaiting him. His
poems, which indicate the milestone of America’s social, political,
economic and cultural deteriorated conditions, expose the disturbing,
dystopian image of a country that has long lost its glamour as the exemplar
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when American people felt prosperity, increased freedom and leisure. All
these afore-mentioned developments had changed America into a paradise
that was worth-living.1 Indeed, America was looked upon as an earthly
Eden, a utopia where all people’s hopes, desires, plans can be achieved and
realized.

However, if one delves into the heart of the matter, one will come to the
fact that America was doomed to fall down after witnessing this golden age.
As a result of its persistence on wrong practices, it became, with the passage
of time, a typical embodiment for the degeneration of the most of the
Americans who were living under harsh and unbearable conditions.
Following the two world wars, America’s conditions were getting worse day
by day and the image of America as a wordly paradise started to fall apart
and lose its value. These devastating conditions resulted in a growing
turmoil, turning the paradisal image into an inferno. Forged as it had been,
truth was irrevocably lost. For this reason, America became a state built on
wiles and lies. Though its past was coloured by glory and greatness,
politicians kept telling their people false accounts of what life had been
before the Revolution. The country was undergoing dangerous economic,
social, and political crises. Destruction of human values, truth, and love was
the priority of America’s plans after people's loss of their glorified vision
about their future. The land became the place of chaos, iniquity and
injustice. Lacking in any nourishing vision for their hopes, people never felt
at ease. Edward Albee in the preface to his play The American Dream
(1961) accentuated this fact by attacking America's distorted face and
exposing the false American idealization. The aim was to show how
degenerate and lost America had been and how its society was never as
advanced as it seemed to be:

[The play] is an examination of the American scene, an attack on
the substitution of artificial for real values in our society, a
condemnation of complacency, cruelty, emasculation, and vacuity, it is
a stand against the fiction that everything in this slipping land of ours
is peach-keen.2

III- Ginsberg’s Dystopian Vision
Allen Ginsberg (1926- 1997), who belongs to the Beat Generation along

with William Burroughs, Jack Kerouac, Neal Cassady, Herbert Huncke,
Gregry Corso and Peter Orlovsky, challenges the current fragmenting image
of America's materialistic and militarized domination. Having held the sense
of rebellion that was aroused in him by his parents’ affiliation policy,
Ginsberg knew what the limitations of the feelings and unexpressed
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I- Abstract
Allen Ginsberg’s “Howl” (1955) proves that the "best minds" and the

American people in general are tainted with the values of capitalism,
conformism, militarism and mechanism that drive them to institution for the
insane and suffer from neurotic behavior. The poet relates how madhouses
become the center of those elite people to whom alcohol has become their
usual treatment. War, which is an unfavorable thing to the Americans, is
inevitable. They have strongly opposed the war in which their loving people
and relatives are dying. This frustrating condition of America, which has
once been called "paradise," resulted in a growing turmoil that would
undoubtedly turn into a frightful nightmare. America becomes the place for
chaos, racial segregation and injustice where the natives feel ill-at-ease. In
most of Ginsberg’s poems, it is a country far from being an abode of safety
and comfort. Ginsberg wanted to show through his "Howl" the degenerating
America where society was never as advanced as it seemed to be. Unlike his
earlier poems, Ginsberg portrays America as an industrial wasteland by
narrating and categorizing the adverse effects of militarism, materialism,
consumerism, and conformism that pervaded the post-World War II
American culture. The resultant horrible image of America is that of an
inferno, rather than of a paradise.

II- Introduction
The period that followed the Second World War (1939-1945), which

was marked by rapid social, economic, political and literary changes, played
a crucial role in shaping the history of America. These changes led to
booming economic activities and advanced technology. It was a golden age
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And widowed many women.
The eagles and the ravens
We glutted with our foemen;
The heroes and the cravens,
The spearmen and the bowmen.

We brought away from battle,
And much their land bemoaned them,
Two thousand head of cattle,
And the head of him who owned them:
Ednyfed, king of Dyfed,
His head was borne before us;
His wine and beasts supplied our feasts,
And his overthrow, our chorus.

Thomas Love Peacock
(1785- 1866)
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Appendix
The War Song of Dinas Vawr
The mountain sheep are sweeter,

But the valley sheep are fatter;
We therefore deemed it meeter
To carry off the latter.
We made an expedition;
We met a host, and quelled it;
We forced a strong position,
And killed the men who held it.

On Dyfed's richest valley,
Where herds of kine were browsing,
We made a mighty sally,
To furnish our carousing.
Fierce warriors rushed to meet us;
We met them, and o'erthrew them:
They struggled hard to beat us;
But we conquered them, and slew them.

As we drove our prize at leisure,
The king marched forth to catch us:
His rage surpassed all measure,
But his people could not match us.
He fled to his hall-pillars;
And, ere our force we led off,
Some sacked his house and cellars,
While others cut his head off.

We there, in strife bewild'ring,
Spilt blood enough to swim in:
We orphaned many children,
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allows more organic integration of language and literature where the
linguistic features of the text are incorporated with the readers’ background
knowledge (such as, narrative features, literary theory, author, reader,
culture, society, history, etc.). The Deictic Shift theory model offers the
reader a dynamic movement throughout the process of analysis and
interpretation leading to the creation of striking images/understanding of the
participants in the text: author, narrator, character and world.

The lexical items, whether used as single units or in combination with
expressions forming in sentences in the verse lines, display the assorted
entity- roles, of the deictic relations to denote power centers and the nucleus
of focus in the poem. The process of meaning- formation and cognitive
interpretation of the poetic signs rely much on the deictic elements of the
sample poem that incarnates the epic- like essence.

These elements help to achieve one of the most necessary poetic
elements; which is, stylistic balance, or the comfortable axis between ‘here’
and ‘there’, ‘up’ and ‘down’, ‘loss’ and ‘victory’ in the midst of all the
chaotic binary opposites implicit in the epic- like, heroic- age archetypes of
mnemonic verses. It is hoped that the function of teaching such poems will
upgrade the students linguistically, stylistically, and epistemologically.
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And the head of him who owned them:
Ednyfed, king of Dyfed,
His head was borne before us;
His wine and beasts supplied our feasts,
And his overthrow, our chorus.
3. Deictic center: Each deictic field has a deictic center which can be

in possession of a narrator, author, character or reader. The poem is the
Archetype of the Anglo- Saxon, not the Welsh field.
We there, in strife bewild’ring,
Spilt blood enough to swim in:
We orphaned many children,
And widowed many women.
The eagles and the ravens
We glutted with our foemen;
The heroes and the cravens,
The spearmen and the bowmen.
4. Deictic shift: a deictic shift occurs when, through the use of deixis,

the author shifts focus from, for example, the narrator to a location, then to a
character or the extra-fictional world of author. This occurs in the poem
more smoothly because it is an archetypal poem that fulfills the deictic
requirements more easily than other types and genres.

5. Pushes: deictic shifts towards the inside world of the text
(characters, time, place). This is embodied in the reference to Ednyfed,
Dyfed, and other place-names. The use of ‘we and us’ in lines (3, 13) refers
to more than one (themselves) which creates the sense of togetherness. It
was the usual practice in the 19th century to use the plural pronoun to refer
to the singular which is called ‘the royal we’.

6. Pops: deictic shifts towards the outside word of the text (narrators,
authors, readers). This is best exemplified in the smooth transition from the
‘Mountain’ of line one to the concluding lines:
We brought away from the battle
(Line 33)
Two thousand heads and cattle
(Line 35)
As such, the deictic shift, (entre, fields, push, and pops) contributes to the

enhancement of the poetic text in terms of balance.
Conclusion
The analysis of the samples in this paper shows how the poetics using

Stockwell’s (2002) model of deictic shift theory offers an approach which
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composition. Again, the birds are flying high, ‘above there’. The casualties
and the dead bodies are thrown ‘down’ in the battle-field. These are subtly-
presented implications of the compositional deixis, which may well feed on
various kinds of deixis. Hence, because of the use of the lexical item ‘kine’
instead of ‘cattle’, the language evokes a world of bygone antiquity.

Stockwell (49) concludes his outline of the above deixis categories in the
following manner:

It is important to state that even single words, expressions and
sentences can display all of these facets of deixis. They are only
determinable as deixis, of course, if they are perceived as such by the reader,
if they are seen as anchoring the various entity-roles in participatory
relationships. Because occurrences of deictic expressions are dependent on
context, reading a literary text involves a process of context-creation in
order to follow the anchor-points of all these deictic expressions. Reading is
creative in this sense of using the text to construct a cognitively negotiable
world, and the process is dynamic and constantly shifting. (emphasis
ours)

Stockwell (2002) through his work values the deictic shift theory (DST)
as an effective approach to cognitive deixis. A summary of its key concept
is as follows:

1. Deictic Shift Theory: This refers to the perception of the reader
getting inside a literary text taking a cognitive stance within the mentally
constructed world of the text. "This imaginative capacity allows the reader
to understand projected deictic expressions relative to the shifted deictic
center (narrator, author, character, reader). Shifting deictic centers is a major
explanatory concept to account for the perception and creation of coherence
in the text." This can be seen to have been looked after by the title, which
takes away the potential readers from their universe to the universe which
the poetic texts deals with, because the real world of today has no context
(Deictic or otherwise) for the Dinas Vawrs text, apart from the figurative
and connotational dimensions.

2. Deictic fields: These are composed of expressions that are:
perceptual, spatial, temporal, relational, textual and compositional in nature.
The literary text may consist of one or more deictic fields. In this case, it is
the border lines between England and Wales; (here= England ‘Anglo-
Saxon’) and (there= Wales ‘Anglo- Celtic’).
We brought away from battle,
And much their land bemoaned them,
Two thousand head cattle,
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Our eyen sinking,
Our bodies’ stinking,
Our gumme’s grinning
Our soul’s brining
(Lines 1-6 and 33- 36)
The following is a synthesis element from the ballad known as “The

Three Ravens” from the Middle Ages, to reveal the closeness of Peacock’s
text to the Medieval atmosphere and universe:
There were three ravens sat on a tree
Down downe, hay downe
(Lines 1 and 2)
They were as black as they might be
(Line 6)
The one of them said to his mate,
“Where shall we our breakfast take?”
“Downe, in younder green field,
There lies a knight slain under his shield”
(Lines 8- 11)
Something very close spirit is realized in Peacock’s lines. The lines

above recall the black ravens flying high (hay) downwards (downe) to feed
upon the dead bodies in the Welsh fields. The ravens look downwards and
fallen warriors.

6. Compositional deixis: These are aspects of the text that manifest the
generic type or literary conventions available to the reader. Stylistic choices
encode a deictic relationship between author and literary reader. Thus, the
reader feels a return of the mythical pattern, or what Mircea Eliade (1907-
1987) calls “coinidenta oppositorum”. The examples from all parts of the
poem, particularly the ones to be quoted below, act as an agent for the
symbolism of the center that binds together the chaos of the coincidental
opposites and the socio- cultural paradox:
The eagles and the ravens
We glutted with our foemen,
The heroes and the cravens,
The spearsmen and the bowmen
(Lines 29 till 32)
The single words like “eagles, ravens” as birds flocking together with

warriors, as well as binary opposites like ‘heroes and cravens’ in addition to
epic- like figures like “swordsmen, bravemen, and bowmen”, point
persistently to the functional roles assigned to this kind of poetic
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(Lines 18, 19, and 20)
The above quotation includes embedded narrative cores much related to

value- judgments in the power relations of mountain vs. valley (or rulers vs.
subjects) as shown already in lines 1 and 2 of the first stanza. Incidentally, it
isalso related to arbitrary verdicts, inherited from time-honored myths rather
than clear- headed logic, or formal line of thought.

5. Textual deixis: These are expressions foregrounding the
intertextuality of the text, chapter titles/paragraphing; co-reference to other
parts of the text, reference to the text itself or the act of production;
reference to other texts or, 'intertextuality'; poetic features and speech
presentation. This is fulfilled in the allusions to the history of the Angles,
Saxons, Jutes, and Celts, expounded in Bede and Geoffrey of Monmouth.
The entire poem is a re- written account of the contents in such original
sources as in lines (27, 28, 29, 30):
We orphaned many children,
And widowed many women.
The eagles and the ravens
We glutted with our foemen.
These examples will also serve the next point as well. However, for

someone like Peacock who taught English Literature, there was hardly any
difficulty in drawing and dwelling upon such well- known texts as the
medieval Ballads like: “The Three Ravens”, or John SKelton’s “Upon a
Dead man’s Head”.

These lines below deserve some attention:
We brought away from battle…
… the head of…….
Ednyfed, king of Dyfed,
His head was borne before us
(Lines 33- 38)
These lines recall, in a modified way, in a cleverly adaptive and creative

modification, the following verses from “Upon a Dead Man’s Head” by
John Skelton (1460- 1529):
Your ugly tolken
My mind hath broken
From wordly lust
For I have discust
We are but dust
And die we must

----------
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On Dyfed’s richest valley,
Where herds of kine were browsing
We made a mighty sally,
To furnish our carousing.
Fierce warriors rushed to meet us;
We met them, and o’erthrew them:
They struggled hard to beat us;
But we conquered them, and slew them.
The entire sense can be made clear by a synthesized sentence from line

five to line ten:
We made an expedition where/ when the herds of kine were browsing
The temporal deixis unexpectedly but convincinglycomes out as a

combination of tense and place adverbials. It is unusual and defamiliarized
blend of tense and locatives.

Furthermore, both Bede (672/673-735) and Monmouth (c 1100- c1155)
represent the source of information, whether documented or otherwise, on
the wars and conflicts among the tribes of Britain from the days of the
Romans to their own days. Moreover, King Alfred’s THE ANGLO-
SAXON CHRONICLES is another source for allusions when any poet
needs to sing the songs of the Heroic Age, or write about epic
themes(Compton- Rickett, 2012).Thus, the source of intertextual
indebtedness is clear. The poet himself says in his ‘Introductory Note to
Dinas Vawr’: “This song relates to the days of clan warfare in Wales,
though …… written very much ….. of all the war songs that ever were
written”. In other words, Thomas Love Peacocks admits that there are
parallels, borrowings, and debts to all the earlier epics, or war- songs. As T.
A. Arp and Gray Johnson state in PERRINE’S LITERATURE: “Most
artists seek to transform the chaotic nature of experience into a meaningful
and coherent pattern, largely, by means of selection and arrangement” (p.
883).

4. Relational deixis: These are expressions referring to social
viewpoint and relative situations of authors, narrators, characters, and
readers, including modality and expressions of point of view and
focalization; naming and address conventions 'social deixis'; evaluative
word-choice. This deictic component is realized in these lines in stanza
three:
The king marched forth to meet us ….
But his people could not match us
He fled to his hall-pillars
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1. Perceptual deixis: It includes the use of personal pronouns
'I/me/you/they/it'; demonstratives 'these/those; definite articles, definite
reference 'the man'; mental states 'thinking, believing'. On the other hand,
the conceptualization of the deictic elements incarnates and reiterates the
widespread motifs of poetry, such as the Return of the Golden Past, or the
heroic and immortality myths. In the poem, the first and most important
example of this can be found in stanza one:
The mountain sheep are sweeter
But the valley sheep are fatter;
We therefore deemed it meeter
To carry off the latter
We met a host, and quelled it;
We forced a strong position,
And killed the men who held it.

Notice here that ‘deem’ is a semantic variation of mental state of
judgment, like ‘believe, think, consider’. This enriches the archetypal
connotations of the deixis of the poem, because it gives an interactual level.

2. Spatial deixis: These pointing expressions locating the deictic center
in place, spatial adverbs 'here/there', 'nearby/faraway'; locatives 'in the
valley', 'out of Africa'; demonstratives 'this/that'; verbs of motion 'come/go',
'bring/take'. The embodiment of this point is traced in the first lines:

The mountain sheep are sweeter
But the valley sheep are fatter;
We therefore deemed it meeter
To carry off the latter
We met a host, and quelled it;
We forced a strong position,
And killed the men who held it.

This means that “The mountain sheep” and “the valley sheep” are no
less than a replacement of “The sheep here” and “the sheep there”. Thus,
Peacock is wisely and creatively using a polarized noun to indicate:

a. The place,
b. The gap in the weather between ‘here’ and ‘there’; and
c. The difference in riches is also implicit in the spatial difference

between mountain and valley, or ‘high’ and ‘low’.
3. Temporal deixis: These are expressions that locate the deictic center

in time, temporal adverbs 'today/yesterday/soon/later'; locatives 'in my
youth', 'after three weeks'; tense and aspect. This is fulfilled usually and
definitely by the expression found in stanza two:
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Dinas Vawr as an Archetypal Poem
It is necessary to point out, at this stage, the meaning and the implications

of the term ‘archetype”. According to J. A Cuddon (1997):
Archetype is in Greek ‘original pattern’. It is a basic model from which

copies are made: therefore, a prototype. In general terms, the abstract idea of
a class of things which represents the most typical and essential
characteristics shared by the class; thus, a paradigm or exemplar. An
archetype is atavistic and universal, the product of ‘the collective
unconscious’ and inherited from our ancestors. The fundamental facts of
human existence are archetypal: birth, growing up, love, family, and tribal
life, dying, death, not to mention the struggle between children and parents
and fraternal rivalry.

(p. 55)
In addition to the characteristics above, Peacock’s poem shares with

longer epics the interest in the “deeds of warriors and heroes” (Cuddon, p.
225). Thus, Peacock’s text has notable importance and is sufficiently
significant to merit the deictic elements, as it is a poem in which balance is
finally achieved.

Introduction: Deixis and Deictic Shift Theory
Katie Wales (1989: 112) states that deixis is "from the Greek 'pointing' or

'showing': deixis in LINGUISTICS refers generally to all those features of
language which orientate or ‘anchor’ our utterances in the context of
proximity of space…and of time…relative to the speaker’s viewpoint."
Furthermore, the importance of deixis to encounter a stylistic analysis of
literary texts has been the concern of many studies, Fowler (1981), Leech
and Short (1981), Levinson (1983), Simpson (1993), Duchan et al (1995),
Short (1996), Culler (1997), Stockwell (2002) and Gavins and Steen (2003).
"The use of deixis is thus one of the ways in which writers persuade readers
to imagine a fictional world when they read poems, novels and plays", Short
states (1996: 100). This information ‘’functional world” is real, but
historical. It is far. Thus, it is fictional or “there”. This fictional world is
real, but historical. It is , thus, distant, meaning that it is unreal to us, in a
sense, even though it was real to its own audience in its own time “here”
and “there” have an additional dimension in the poetic discourse,
particularly in Peacock’s archetypical context.

For the purposes of the analysis in this paper, the deixis and deictic shift
theory model is adopted from Stockwell (2002: 45-49). Stockwell's deixis
categories are:
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ABSTRACT
The present paper analyzessamples from Thomas Love Peacock’s most

frequently anthologized poem to trace and explore the deictic elements in
the poem entitled War song of Dinas Vawr. This poem embodies a good
degree of integration between the teaching in-roads of language into
literature. Although it was written in the 19th century, it is appealing and
appreciated by current readers of English language and literature. Being also
an epic- like poetic text; it is an archetypal prototype of poetry that echoes
the mnemonic and heroic era. Thus, it is, at a certain level, a genuine, rather
than an artificial text. As such, the deictic elements are more like hidden
than evident. The theories of cognitive poetics and stylistics used by
Stockwell and Gavins et Steen are the means to help the researchers arrive
at a better understanding of how the text can get the reader involved in the
process of adding a meaning to the seemingly disconnected and incoherent,
verses, parts, and stages. The deictic interpretation helps the reader to create
the text world. Thus, the binary oppositions of here/ there, this / that will be
clarified in the sender-recipient dualism.
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